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My Fellow Preservationists,
I am delighted that membership in our organization is
continuing to increase, albeit a tad slowly. Additionally, I’m
really pleased that interest in creating new geographic
Lodges is also on the rise. That’s all great news, indeed.
But… as a sixty-plus-year participant in this hobby, I am
saddened by the ongoing exodus of singers from a
barbershopping involvement.

Over the past several months, I have been invited to
participate on a number of Zoom meetings with established
barbershop entities from around the country. Many of
them have sought help with declining membership issues.
Others, quite frankly, are struggling for survival. These groups have contacted me
because, apparently, they’d somehow become aware of the initial dramatic growth of our
Friends In Harmony Lodge #1 here in San Antonio, and, perhaps, with our reputation for
success in consistently attracting new men, of all ages, who like to sing. The question
that I’m most often asked is… “Will you please share the secret of your recruiting
efforts?”

These folks are often incredulous when I emphasize that we NEVER RECRUIT! I explain
to them that big corporations recruit… the military recruits. But here at Friends In
Harmony, our members are encouraged to simply give the GIFT of an invitation to come
and have FUN in the life-changing experience that we offer. Yes, I do, in fact, consider
it a gift… A BIG GIFT!!!

The result is that we continue to maintain a Lodge with well over a hundred active
singers. Sure, we’ve managed, over the years, to welcome back some former
barbershoppers who, for one reason or another, had left the hobby. But the vast
majority of our membership has come from men who are receiving their very first
introduction to singing four-part, a cappella harmony.

I see huge parallels between our local Friends In Harmony situation, and that of our
entire international organization. Looking to the future, we can’t be successful if we are
content with deriving our membership growth by merely attracting singers who have
become disenchanted, and who have abandoned their previous affiliations. Don’t
misunderstand… we absolutely want to establish an environment that welcomes these
gentlemen into our culture of music, fellowship, and fun. Like you and I, they’ll
undoubtedly be thrilled with our philosophy of preserving the old songs, and singing
them in the traditional barbershop style! But I’m sure that you’ll also agree… the key to
our long-term success will come from our ability to attract, and to introduce, countless
new singers to the joy of creating ringing barbershop chords.

That’s exactly why I am so focused on expanding our base of Lodges. Our vision for a
dynamic fraternity of barbershop harmony preservationists depends on it! Please know,
my friends, that I will do all in my power to assist you in your efforts to charter a group
in your area. I can’t wait for the day when you, too, can offer the GIFT of an invitation
to come and enjoy the fun at your Lodge!



Together is my favorite place to be…

Artie Dolt, President
 

SPPBSQSUS | Website - sppbsqsus.org
eMail: sppbqsus@gmail.com      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1963846937000004/
http://www.twitter.com/wix
http://blank

